
 

Character quality: Merciful 

Merciful Character  

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful. -Luke 6:35-36 

Loving our enemies is contrary to how we typically think.  An enemy, by definition, is not someone we 
love. But in verse 35 Jesus says that God “is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.”  Then in verse 36, he 
says “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful”. So Jesus’ command is more about becoming like 
God than it is an isolated command to be merciful.  We are not to simply be merciful for the sake of 
doing good things to others, but when we become more like God in our character we will become more 
merciful. 

Action Step- Ask your child what Luke 6:35-36 makes her think about and feel. Help her walk 
through this passage.  

Merciful Religion 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have 
neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to 
have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a 
camel! - Matthew 23:23-24 

In this passage, the Pharisees are rebuked by Jesus because they cared more about their outward 
religion than they did about the more important things such as justice, mercy, and faithfulness.  In 
short, they were majoring in the minors!  
 
Jesus is not condemning the tithe.  What he is condemning is the fact that the Pharisees think they 
can earn God’s approval by outward religion.  Doing this, the Pharisees allowed their outward religion to 
keep them from developing true Godly character. But obeying rules is no substitute for relationship 
with God through Jesus.  If they would first care for justice, mercy, and faithfulness to God, the outward 
obedience in the minor things would naturally follow. 

Action step- Ask your child, have you ever done something simply in order to gain the favor of 
us? I am sure you have used the expression, “do this and then you will get ice cream, a toy, a 
gift, a dollar...etc.” Help him see how, when that happens, they are not obeying for the sake of 
obeying; they are obeying in order to gain. Explain to him that sometimes we do that with God 
to get his favor.  Ask if he can think of a time when he has done something in order to gain from 
God. he might not know, (and it might take you explaining it a little bit more for them) but if he 
can think of something then you can walk them through what repentance looks like. 
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Merciful God 

16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. - Hebrews 4:16 

As seen in the first passage (Luke 6:36) God is a God of mercy.  This does not only mean that God is 
merciful and therefore we too can and should be merciful to others. (Although that’s true!) This 
passage in Hebrews speaks of God showing mercy to us when we approach his throne!  The writer is 
letting his readers (believers) know that they can have confidence that they will receive mercy and find 
grace when they come to God with their temptations, sin, or any baggage they may be carrying. This is 
only possible through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We do not have to hide our sin, 
shame, or discouragement. We can come confidently to God’s throne, knowing that he has promised to 
show us mercy and grace.   

In this verse, in addition to the word “mercy” we also see the word “grace”.  What is the difference 
between the two? Mercy means that God does not give us what we deserve.  Grace means that God 
gives us what we do not deserve. Our salvation is a great example of this. God gives us mercy as we are 
delivered from God’s eternal wrath.  But not only do we escape God’s wrath, by grace we are given 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. This includes forgiveness of sins, an abundant life, and an 
eternity with Jesus.   

Action Step- Ask your child to tell of a time when she been shown mercy, and a time when she 
has received grace. Explain that both of these situations show us an aspect of God’s character 
and his love for us. As we receive his mercy, he then invites us to share this with other people.  

Help your child think of a time when he could have shown somebody mercy and somebody 
grace, but did not. Explain that even though he withheld these good gifts from another person, 
we serve a God who never withholds his beautiful, precious and abundant gift from his 
children.  


