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Character quality: Hopeful 

Suffering that Produces Hope 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. -Romans 5:2-5 

Life is not always perfect.  In fact, it’s never perfect.  But even in our suffering, God is transforming our hearts and 
making us more like Jesus.   

The progression of that transformation looks like this: 
Suffering -> Endurance -> Character -> Hope 

When we suffer, God empowers us to endure that suffering which leads to character.  This is a character that has 
been proven.  In other words, when we experience suffering, God graciously allows us to see him walk alongside 
us in those moments and lead us to the other side of that suffering.  When we have endured this suffering, we 
begin to have a stronger faith than before, because now we can look back and realize that God was with us in the 
suffering, he never left us, and he showed us his strength in our weakness.  So this leads to proven character.   

This proven character leads to hope and this hope does not put us to shame because our hope is not in the 
things of this world, but in Jesus Christ. 

The word hope is found in verses 2 and 4.  This is a “Hope in the glory of God.”  We have hope in God’s glory 
because we fall short of his glory (Romans 3:23).  Because we fall short we deserve death (Romans 6:23).  But 
through Christ, we receive God’s glory, sparing us the death we deserve.  In this “hope” the Apostle Paul writes, 
“We were saved” (Romans 8:24).  Because of this, even in our suffering, we realize there is hope in Jesus.  He is 
the only one who can bring us back to God by making us glorious, which gives us hope in our suffering today, 
tomorrow, and all eternity.  This is a gracious and loving gift from God and nothing, not suffering, or even death, 
can separate us from this love and this hope (Romans 8:31-38). 

★ Remember: It looked like all hope was lost when Jesus was in the tomb, but on the third day he 
resurrected, proving he is our hope.  That’s why this hope is not just “wishful thinking” as some may think 
of hope, but this is a living hope.  A hope already realized in the resurrection of Christ. 

Action Step — To some degree, students will experience suffering, even at a young age.  Some students 
go through more suffering than others.  No matter what the suffering looks like, your child needs 
encouragement that God is with them in their suffering and is not allowing this suffering to be in vain.  He 
will use it and he will redeem it for his glory.  Remind your child that no matter what suffering we face, we 
have hope in Jesus Christ, and nothing can separate us from that love. 

Think of stories from your own life when you had seasons of suffering and tell them to your child.  
Children need to know that their parents have also been through suffering, and they can benefit from 
insight of how you handled it whether you handled it well or not.  Remember, you do not have to be the 
hero of the stories you tell, always point them to Jesus as the hero.  He is where we find our hope in 
suffering through his life, death, and glorious resurrection.
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Discontentment leads to hope 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. -Hebrews 11:1 

When we hope for something that means we are not content with our current circumstances.  We long for 

something greater.  In this world is much suffering.  There is death, disease, broken relationships, loss of jobs, 

addictions, financial strain, and so much more.  We long for something better than this.  We hope for something 

better than this.  By faith in Jesus Christ, we have assurance of that hope.  This is a hope in things not seen 

today, but will be seen when Jesus returns to make all things new.  Revelation 21:4-5 says, “He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 

anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 

making all things new.” 

Action Step — Pray for the discontentment of your child.  I know that seems weird to read, but we do not 
want them to be content with the things of this world, so that they may find their hope in Jesus and Jesus 
alone. 

What has your child experienced lately?  The loss of a loved one?  Divorce of parents? Rejection from peers? 

Disappointment? Stress? Anxiety?  Do they question why there is so much sadness in the world?  Remind your 

child that God did not create the world with all of this pain.  He created a perfect earth, free from sin, decay, and 

death.  But when sin entered the world, pain, struggle, anxiety, disappointment, divorce, and death also entered.  

But God loved us so much that he sent Jesus to heal all of those things, and one day he will return and make all 

things new and perfect once again.  To believe this requires faith, because we have not yet seen this with our 

eyes.  But through the resurrection of Jesus and the gift of the Holy Spirit, we have assurance that this will one 

day come to pass.  So when the discontentment comes, we can assure them that, in Jesus, better days are 

coming. 

Eternal Hope > Temporary Hope 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For 

this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look 

not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but 

the things that are unseen are eternal. - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

As seen in Hebrews 11:1, this passage also encourages us to look not to things that are seen but to the things that 

are unseen.  Paul also writes something similar in Romans 8:18.  Why is this such a common theme throughout 

Scripture?  Because the things of this world (things seen) will never satisfy us and will always leave us empty.  But 

Jesus (unseen) brings fulfillment and ultimate satisfaction to our souls.  

Paul furthers his point by contrasting the temporary and the eternal in this passage.  The things we have in this 

world will one day all be useless and eventually destroyed.  Our cars break down, our iPhones eventually become 
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eventually become obsolete, our nice shoes, clothes, and furniture will wear out, and yes, even our bodies will get 
old, break down, and eventually die (verse 16).  But Jesus Christ will last forever.  Why would I put all my hope into 
something that will eventually get old and break down?  Even diamonds, Rolex watches, and Lamborghinis will 
end up in the junkyard one day.  In his book, The Good Life, Trip Lee writes, “Surely, shiny machines rolling on 
wheels can’t be what we were made to live for.  They breakdown, they get dented in accidents, and they 
eventually go to the same junkyard as Hyundais.” 

If our hope is in anything but Jesus Christ, we are only hoping in garbage.  This is a false hope that is temporary.  
Jesus is the only true hope, the only thing that will never go into the junkyard, and the only one who is eternal.   

Action step —  Does your child tend to be impressed by iPads, iPhones, nice cars, money, clothes...etc.  
Well of course they do.  We all do!  Nice things are really...nice!  So this is such a great discipleship 
opportunity for parents.  When we notice how impressed our children are with nice things, we can 
acknowledge they are nice, but then we can remind them that these things are only temporary.  I am sure 
you have an old phone, old pair of shoes, or something similar sitting around your house that you no 
longer use.  Point them to the old stuff as a reminder that even new and shiny things eventually 
breakdown, wear out, or become obsolete.  Some of you may have an old flip phone you can show them 
that will blow their minds!  When you do this, show them that Jesus is the only one eternal and everything 
else will pass away.  This is why we put our hope in Jesus.  He never gets old, breaks down, becomes 
obsolete, or needs an upgrade.  He is forever relevant, sufficient, and never fails.  He is our only hope in life, 
death, and eternity.    


