
Character quality: Generous 

Generosity in Spite of Circumstances 

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 

churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  

 — 2 Corinthians 8:1-2

The Apostle Paul was writing about these Macedonians who had faced a “severe test of affliction” yet 

had given generously.  They were faced with terrible circumstances, including “extreme poverty”, but 
these circumstances did not keep them from giving.  Not only did it not keep them from giving, but they 
gave joyfully and liberally!   

The Macedonians had experienced the grace of God through Jesus Christ, and therefore their 

circumstances did not keep them from giving.  In the same way, when we experience the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ, we too will not be hindered from being generous simply because of our 
circumstances.   

Action Step — Ask your child what it means to be generous.  This could mean with our money, 

time, possessions...etc.  Then ask him why we should be generous.  Explain to him that the 
reason we should be generous is because God was generous to us when he sent Jesus to save 
us.  When sin entered the world, people and God became separated and we were left hopeless, 

with no way to get back into relationship with God and escape his wrath.  That is, until God sent 
Jesus Christ as the sacrifice for our sins so that we would have a way (the only way) to have 

relationship with God. 

Tell your child about a time you allowed circumstances to affect your generosity (most of us have) and 

allow this to be a learning and teaching opportunity.  Do not point them to yourself as the example of 
failure but to Jesus as the ultimate example of the successful one who is always generous.  Perhaps 

this can be a challenge to you and your child in the future when a “severe test of affliction” comes your 
way. 

Eager Generosity 

For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own 
accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 

 2 Corinthians 8:3-4
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These generous Macedonians gave “beyond their means” and begged to give more.  These people were 
giving until it hurt.  This can be described as sacrificial generosity.  Many people will give according to 
their means, but how many people do you know who give “beyond their means” and beg “earnestly” to 

give more?  What was provoking such reckless generosity in the hearts of the Macedonians?  Jesus!  
They had been changed by the grace of Jesus Christ and they wanted to show that grace to others 

even if it meant sacrificing their comfort.  When we experience true grace, it not only sets us free from 
our sin, it also sets us free from ourselves. 

Action Step — Is there something you can urge you child to sacrifice in order to give more 
generously to the work of the gospel?  Would they consider giving up a new video game, iPhone 

app purchase, or even a new pair of shoes in order to give generously?  Would they give up the 
purchase of a snack after school, and give the money saved to the church this weekend?   
 
Remind your child of the generosity Jesus has shown her, not as a way to guilt her into being 
generous, but as a reminder that Jesus, not our things or money, is ultimate.  That Jesus, not 

things or money, take care of us.  And because of the freedom within this grace, we can be set 
free from ourselves and give freely to others for the sake of them knowing this grace as well. 
 When we understand this, we will begin to be eager to give more and more. 

The Generosity of Jesus  

 
…they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged 
Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. But as you 

excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—
see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 

earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty 
might become rich.  

 —2 Corinthians 8:5-9

Jesus Christ is the ultimate example to follow in all things, including generosity.  Jesus gave himself 
first to the Father, and then to others.  In the same way, the Macedonians “gave themselves first to the 
Lord and then by the will of God to us”.  When we give ourselves to God, it will not be difficult to then give 

him our stuff.  When we give ourselves to God, it will not be difficult to then give ourselves to others.  We 
must remember if we do not love others, then we do not love God.  Therefore, when we love God, love 

for others will happen naturally and unforced because our love comes from God who loves people and 
gave his Son Jesus for them.  So at its core, the giving of the Macedonians was motivated by love.   

The Macedonians were also a people who gave out of their poverty (as explained in the previous point). 
 Jesus also gave out of his poverty.  “He was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 

poverty might become rich.”  What exactly does this mean?  Well… Jesus was rich because he is the 
King, the Creator, the God of the universe with infinite riches at his disposal.  Yet for our sake, he left 
heaven, left the comfort and riches, and even humbled himself to the point of a gruesome death on a 

cross.  Think about that… he left a place where death did not even exist.  Not only did death not exist, 
but neither did pain, sickness, or any type of sorrow or tragedy.  He left this perfect place for a place 



where he would be homeless, become fragile, sick, tired, sweaty, hungry, achy, sad, and eventually 
dead.  On the cross he took on all our sin, guilt, and shame, and became the poorest of the poor.  He did 
not have to do this!  Yet he loved us so much that he did it for us so that we might have relationship 

with him and enjoy him forever.  That’s what it means for us to “become rich”.  When we know Jesus 
personally, we become heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, enjoying all the riches that is available 

to Jesus.  If this is true, how can we not be generous with what the Lord has given us? 

Action step — Read through Romans 8 with your child.  Remind him of the truths presented in 

this passage as a motivation for being generous.  Remind him that there is no condemnation for 
those who know Jesus.  Remind him that we are children of God because we are heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, therefore we have everything Jesus has.  Remind him that he freely 
can give to others because he already has everything in Christ.  Remind him that nothing can 
separate him from this great love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  The more we grasp this, 

them more we will be willing to give not only according to our means, but also above and beyond 
our means because we have been changed by the grace of God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 We will give despite our circumstances, we will give eagerly, and we will give like Jesus.   

 

  

 
 


