



 

WEEK 2: DANIEL Chapter 1 

DISCOVER (PRE-WORK) 
Before and while you read these passages ask the Spirit of God to illuminate your heart 
and mind and bring conviction and clarity of his truth for your life. Take some time 
during your own personal study to process through these four key questions: 

1. Who is God (what does this passage tell me about God’s character)? 
2. What has God done (how do I see God’s character in action here)? 
3. Who am I (how does God’s character and action shape how I see myself)? 
4. What do I do (if I believe 1-3 how would I respond and relate to others)? 

Scripture: Daniel 1 

Watch the Bible Project video — https://thebibleproject.com/explore/exile/ 

QUESTION: What did you DISCOVER during your study? 

NURTURE 
Confess out loud to one another areas of personal struggle or unbelief that the Spirit 
revealed during your personal study.  

In Daniel 1, we learned about the Kingdom of Judah’s exile to Babylon and Daniel’s 
faithfulness to God while serving in the king’s court. This week Josh spoke about how 
Daniel and his three friends remained faithful under the unbelievable pressure to 
conform to the norms of Babylonian life while simultaneously remaining faithful to God 
and working for the good of the place where God had exiled them. Work through the 
discussion questions below to make practical use of Daniel’s story for your lives today.  

1. There are two errors that most Christians fall into when they are exposed to the 
cultural pressures and influences of an increasingly secular world that is hostile 
toward Christian faith and practice. The first is to isolate and the second is to 
capitulate. Discuss the these two errors and how they affect the church’s mission 
of disciple-making today. 



2. Of these two errors which are you/we most likely to succumb to in our own cultural 
moment?  

3. Read Jeremiah 29:1-9 and talk about how Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles in Babylon 
influenced Daniel’s commitment to God as he served in Nebuchadnezzar’s court.  

4. As you read Jesus’ prayer below, underline anything that stands out to you. 
 
John 17:6   “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of 
the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I 
have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and 
have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom 
you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, 
and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you 
have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with 
them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, 
and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you 
keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, 
that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 
Considering what you underlined, discuss why it stood out to you and how it 
affects your life? 

5. Daniel was faithful to God and did not compromise because he had heard the word 
of God through Jeremiah. Look at John 17:7-8 & 17 and briefly talk about what 
Jesus has given us so that we have all that we need to live faithful and 
uncompromising lives of obedience in our exile. 
 

During this time, let each person share how or where they need to repent and believe 
the truth of God revealed to them in Jesus. You may need to guide each other to what 
is true of God and ourselves in light of what Jesus has done. For instance, someone 
may be experiencing a great deal of dryness or emptiness in their relationship with 
God. They may need to be reminded that God wants to satisfy the deep thirst of their 
soul with the living water that Jesus has to offer. The call to repent may look like 
turning away (repent) from empty sources or corrupt sources that they have been 
depending up and turning to Jesus (believe) to be the unending supply of soul water. 



Use this time for confessing out loud the wrong sources and calling out in prayer for 
God the Father to pour His love into their hearts through his Spirit as they turn to 
Jesus for help.

QUESTION: How will you REPENT and BELIEVE the gospel (what will you begin to 
do to START LIVING LIKE YOU ACTUALLY BELIEVE THAT THIS IS TRUE)?  

ACT  
In light of your time together, what steps will you take to act as a missional community 
on your new discoveries and affirmed beliefs?  

Read John 17:18 and talk about both your personal commitment and your missional 
community’s commitment to live as sent people for the sake, salvation, and prosperity 
of Waxahachie in the places you live, work, and play. 

QUESTION: What will you DO and who will you TELL about what God has done?  


