
Character quality: Compassionate 

Compassion Through New Life 

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience,” —Colossians 2:12-13 

In Colossians 3, the Apostle Paul writes about putting on the new self.  He wants us, as Christians, to know that 
we are called to put to death every worldly thing inside of us, and set our minds on Christ.  This is possible 
through the new life we have obtained in Christ Jesus through his life, death, and resurrection.  In Romans 6, 
Paul also writes,  

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” 

Because of the death of Christ, we are able to die to our sin.  Because of the resurrection of Christ, we are able to 
live the new life to which he has called us and for which he created us.  One aspect of that new life to which he 
has called us is to a life of compassion.  But what is compassion?  What does it look like to have compassion? 

Action Step — Ask your child if he knows what compassion is.  If he knows, ask if he has ever seen 
someone treat another person with compassion.  It’s ok if he does not know.  In the following passages 
we will take a closer look at what it means to have compassion. 

Compassion is Suffering 

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17 

In this passage, David expresses interest in building God a house.  But the Lord said to David, “...Would you build 
me a house to dwell in?  I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling.  In all places where I have moved with all the 
people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’  

We can see from God’s response that he does not want David to build him a house.  He would rather dwell in a 
tent.  This seems strange at first.  Why would he want to live in a tent?   

Verse 9 answers give some insight when God says, “...I have been with you wherever you went…”  This shows that 
God takes pleasure in being near to his people and entering into their world.  When we read about Israel’s history 
we remember the hardship they faced and how difficult their lives were in many instances.  But God had 
compassion for them as he did not stay distant but he drew near to them and made his dwelling in a tent.  The 
creator of the universe drew near to his people and lived among them in a tent!  Looking at this idea of God 
entering into the pain of His people, we could define compassion as entering into the pain of another. 

Action Step — Take some time and talk to your children about God entering into the pain of Israel and 
what it means that God has tented with them. Ask your child, “where do you have pain right now that we 
can ask God to enter into with you and be near to you?” Some of your children are going to find this easier 
than others, maybe they had a friend be mean to them, they are feeling insecure about their beauty, they
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remember a time when they didn't make a team or the play, they struggle with a relationship with their 
sibling or they miss a sibling that they once had… all of those things are places in our lives that our 
incredible God has great compassion for. He is able to tent with us there and linger as long as we need 
him, he can, will and desires to heal our broken parts. But he doesn't heal us instantly...sometimes we 
have to ask him to be near to us over and over again. Encourage your child and believe with and for them 
that God is able to heal. 

Compassion of Jesus 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” —John 1:14  

In the same way, Jesus Christ, who was God in the flesh, came down to the earth to dwell among his people. 
 John 1:14 says about Jesus, “and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”  This word “dwell” can be 
translated as “to tent” or “to camp”.  So God in the flesh pitched his tents among his people to enter into their pain 
and suffer with them.  Not only that, through his death on the cross, he takes all of the suffering of the world on 
himself and conquers it through his resurrection. And the same power that raised Jesus from the dead now 
resides in all who will trust in him.  This is how we live the new life to which God has called us, (Colossians 3) 
which enables us to have compassion in the same way Jesus did. 

Action Step — Remind your child that through the power of the resurrection, they are able to show 
compassion to others in the same way Jesus did.  This does not mean we will always do this perfectly, but 
when we rely on Jesus, we will be able to be more compassionate than we ever imagined. 

Ask your child a few questions: 
What are some ways that Jesus showed compassion to others? 
How has Jesus showed compassion to you? 
Does Jesus’ compassion toward you affect the way you treat others? 

There are many places in Scripture where Jesus displays his compassion toward people.  Here are a few to help 
you get started: 

Mark 6:30-44 
Mark 8:1-10 
Matthew 20:29-34 
Luke 7:11-17 
   
When we think about the compassion Jesus has shown us by saving us from sin and death, we should be 
compelled to show the compassion to a lost world who desperately needs him as much as we do.  Remember, 
you were once a sheep without a shepherd as well, and he had compassion for you. 

   


